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The Enlargement of the Single European Market

Seminar 4:

The European Social Model -

Old vs. New Europe

Centre of EU Enlargement Studies

Central European University

Room 615, VI. floor

Nádor u. 11 

Friday, 19 September 2008

The seminar will analyze the specificities of the Hungarian social model, most particularly features of the welfare state and social transfers, how they have been transformed since the transition and potential paths of its development for the future. Findings will be contrasted with other models of the welfare state in new EU member states. Based on the convergences and divergences of the models, it will be examined whether we can speak of a new strand of 'transition' models in the region, or rather individual socio-economic models are dominant in each country. The degree of influence that existing EU policy frameworks have on the restructuring of the social models in CEE countries will also be examined. 

The seminar will consider the outlook for the EU’s ambition to base the Single Market on the parameters of various European social models along the lines of the Lisbon goals of sustainable growth, full employment, social cohesion and environmental protection. Enlargement has increased the diversity of economies and welfare state typologies in the EU. The seminar will therefore examine if the EU is heading towards a new multiplicity of social models and if the social model proposed by Lisbon can be more than a deregulated free trade area without national borders.

SCHEDULE

9.30 – 12.00 SOCIAL POLICY COORDINATION IN THE EU 

The revision of the Lisbon Strategy 

Christian Schweiger, School of Government and International Affairs

Durham University

Lisbon, Innovation and Trade Unions: Evidence from Germany and the New Member States Matthew Allen, Manchester Business School, University of Manchester, UK 

EU Social Reality of Necessity?

Maciek Duszczyk , Institute for Social Policy, Warsaw University, Poland

The Social Agenda of the EU: Challenges and Alternatives
John Medhurst (Research Officer) and Enrico Tortolano (Research&Policy Officer)

Public and Commercial Services Union, London, UK

Discussion 

____________________

12.00-13.00 Lunch

(Kheiron Restaurant, Arany J. u. 17.)
____________________

13.00 – 16.30  THE HUNGARIAN SOCIAL MODEL IN THE EU FRAMEWORK

Tripartite Negotiations in Hungary from the Perspective of Trade Unions 

László Parragh, Hungarian Chamber of Commerce and Industry

Deepening the Social Dimension of the EU: the Renewed Social Agenda
Anikó Kátai, Hungarian Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Modernisation of Social Protection Systems in 

Hungary: Some Current Issues
Judit Kozma, Institute for Social Policy and Labour, Hungary
Social Challenges and Economic Growth in Hungary
Tamás Vojnits, Oriens Group, Budapest

Welfare Reform in Transition in Central and Eastern Europe: A Return to Europe?

Kristin Nickel Makszin, PhD student, CEU

Discussant: Lucia Kurekova, PhD student, CEU

Discussion

- CLOSE OF SEMINAR –

